Dear Senator;

The upcoming vote on HB 191 will have far reaching implications that you may not be taking into consideration. I would like to make you aware that the wording, expanded definitions and mandated requirements outlined in HB 191 will negatively affect the economy of the State of Ohio.  The Bills inception is soley based on an accident that occurred that more than likely would still have occurred even with this legislation in place. This Bill leaves way too much discretion to an arresting officer in determining if a vehicle was “Street Racing”, especially with the new expanded definition. The Bill rewrites the definition of Street Racing from a well known and common sense description of;  

“Current law prohibits any person from participating in "street racing" upon any public road, street, or highway in this state.  "Street racing" means (1) the operation of two or more vehicles from a point side by side at accelerating speeds in a competitive attempt to out-distance each other.  The operation of two or more vehicles side by side either at speeds in excess of prima-facie lawful speeds or rapidly accelerating from a common starting point to a speed in excess of such prima-facie lawful speeds is prima-facie evidence of street racing.”
This Bill expands the definition to now include a description of; “definition of "street racing" to also include "any exhibition of speed or acceleration that is inconsistent with the normal operation of a vehicle on a public road, street, or highway."  In addition, the bill provides that persons rendering assistance or encouragement in any form or manner to the defined competitive use of vehicles must be equally charged as participants (bill's additions to existing law are in italics).”
This wording is not definitive, does not employ a known or accepted form of measurement for determining if an infraction has occurred but rather leaves it up to an officer to make a determination based on what? Their mood, personal opinion, type of vehicle, the type of individual or first impression the officer has of the individual? What this definition equates to is; that a single car accelerating away from a stop light and deemed to not be “normal” as defined by an officer's discretion, can be arrested for Street Racing and someone being an inquisitive bystander also arrested and equally charged.  The vehicle does not have to exceed the posted speed limit, but only draw the attention of the officer as something that is not normal. This is not good legislation and I ask that you reject the bill. It leaves way to much authority for an untrained officer to make a judgment based on nothing more than his feelings at the time of the incident and opens the door for mistakes, possible retribution, revenge, etc., being placed on an individual. The bill leaves too much authority to be bestowed upon an officer and due to the requirements of mandating the criminal forfeiture of the vehicle involved in the offense, is just unconceivable. All this for accelerating away from a stop light to fast? Who is to say what rate of acceleration is considered not normal? What is tolerable for one type of vehicle may in the officers eyes not be for another. There is too much ambiguity in the wording and the forcing mandatory seizure of the vehicle is beyond the offense.  The current laws on the books more than handle the offense of Street Racing and they have proper penalties that allow the ability for justice to be served in all cases and that may have specific circumstances that deem leniency or special handling.

The Bill goes on to include; that any person who purchases nitrous oxide at retail in Ohio, who uses nitrous oxide in a motor vehicle that the person operates on a public road, street, or highway in Ohio is guilty of falsification, a misdemeanor of the first degree. Falsification of what? This wording makes an implication that a vehicle being equipped with nitrous oxide and operated on the street is an infraction of the law? Many vehicles can be equipped with these systems and not have them actuated while being driven on public highways. The pure speculation that just because a vehicle is equipped with this device, that it is breaking the law has no merit and is breaking no current law. The mere fact of a vehicle being equipped is not an indication that it is or will be used on a public highway. Many vehicles have these devices and are used only at race facilities. The fact that nitrous oxide can be used to enhance the performance of an engine in no way deems the vehicle is breaking any laws. Again, there are posted speed limits that are enforced. The use of nitrous oxide injection into an engine of  a vehicle that is operated on a public street within the posted speed limits is NOT breaking any law. There is no federal law stating vehicles can not be run or operated on these systems on public highways. To pass a law that the mere fact of having one of these systems installed on a vehicle is in some way a falsification is purely without merit.
You need to consider the ramifications of passing this bill.  With the ambiguity in the wording, the ability of mistakes to be made by officers, and just the pure speculation that someone is “Street Racing” based on an acceleration that is "not normal" or the vehicle being equipped with nitrous oxide is totally without merit and goes beyond common sense. Add in the mandated penalties and seizure of a vehicle and you have a piece of legislation that discriminates and presumes one is guilty of a crime that has a poorly worded definition and no means of measurement. Really what this equates to is that anyone driving a performance or flashy car or attending a car show within the State of Ohio will be discriminated against and face possible fraudulent allegations of “Street Racing”. Why would anyone even run the risk of driving in Ohio or attending one of the thousands of car shows or car related events that take place every year? Passage of this bill will cause all car shows and car related events to move elsewhere and not subject their participants to this type if bad policy.
If this bill is passed, I for one will not come to your state for any car related event nor patronize the businesses there. This Bill is a poorly written piece of legislation that is nothing more than a reaction to the Monica Durban accident that took place. The current laws on the books offer plenty of avenues for the prosecution of this crime and someone getting hurt or even the loss of life. While this bill might be thought to be a large deterrent to Street Racing than is currently on the books, it actually is more of a deterrent for anyone with a car to attend an event in the State of Ohio. This Bill will have a huge negative impact on the economy and offer little to any actual deterrent to Street Racing.
Thank you for your time and consideration;

